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Supplement ary 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 9.  A Tiger in t he House 

 

 

 

 

Grandf ather Finds a Tiger Cub- Timothy 

One day, when gr andf at her  was walking down t he f or est  pat h, a lit t le away f r om his 

par t y, he f ound a t iger ’s cub. He picked him up and br ought  him home. Gr andf at her  was t he only 

member  in t he hunt er ’s par t y who was ever  able t o f ind anyt hing, be it  dead or  alive. 

Gr andmot her  named t he t iger  cub, Timot hy. I nit ially Timot hy was only given milk in a f eeding-

bot t le by t he cook, Mahmoud. Lat er  he was put  on a diet  of  r aw mut t on and cod-liver  oil. Af t er  

some t ime, he was given much mor e t empt ing f ood of  pigeons and r abbit s. 

Timothy’s Companions 

         Tot o, t he monkey and small mongr el puppy wer e t he companions of  Timot hy. Tot o was 

dar ing enough t o pull t he young t iger ’s t ail and play wit h it . He would climb up t he cur t ains if  

Timot hy lost  his t emper . The mongr el puppy, however , was a sour ce of  f ear  f or  Timot hy. Much 

lat er , did Timot hy over come t hat  f ear  and allowed t he puppy To r ide his back. 

Timothy and the Narrat or 

        Timot hy was ver y f ond of  playing wit h j ust  anybody. I t  did not , t her ef or e, t ake ver y long 

f or  t he nar r at or  t o become f r iends wit h Timot hy when he came t o st ay wit h his Gr andf at her . 

He would cr eep closer  and closer  t o t he nar r at or , r oll over  his back, lick him wit h delight  and 

of t en pr et end t o be bit ing his ankles. 

       Timot hy had clean habit s. He would scr ub his f ace wit h his paws, j ust  like a cat  does. I n t he 

night , he would sleep in t he cook’s quar t er s and in t he mor ning would be delight  t o be let  out  by 

t he cook. His f avour it e place in t he house was t he dr awing r oom and he would comf or t ably 

r ecline over  a sof a wit h gr eat  dignit y. 

Grandmother’s Predict ion 

      Timot hy had gr own up t o become a f ull-gr own t iger . One of  t he days, Gr andmot her  

pr edict ed t hat  Timot hy would become ver y danger ous and it  was possible t hat  some day t he 

cook would disappear  and only his clot hes and shoes would r emain. I t  never  went  t o t hat  

ext r eme but  when Timot hy was six mont hs old, he gr ew less f r iendly and mor e danger ous. He 
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would st eal himself  away t o st alk a cat  or  a dog. Somet imes, dur ing t he night , cackling sound 

would be hear d f r om t he poult r y house and in t he mor ning f eat her s would be scat t er ed 

ever ywher e. 

Grandf ather sent  Timot hy t o t he Zoo 

       When Timot hy began t o st alk t he cook wit h villainous eyes, gr andf at her  t ook him t o 

Lucknow and gave him t o t he zoo aut hor it ies. About  six mont hs lat er , when t he nar r at or ’s 

gr andpar ent s went  t o Lucknow on a pur pose, Gr andf at her  decided t o meet  Timot hy. 

      Af t er  r eaching t he zoo, t he Gr andf at her  went  st r aight  t o meet  Timot hy. On seeing 

Timot hy, Gr andf at her  called out  t o Timot hy and put  his ar ms t hr ough t he bar s of  t he cage. The 

t iger  appr oached t he bar s and allowed t he gr andf at her  t o put  his ar ms ar ound him. He licked 

Gr andf at her ’s hands and only spr ang when a leopar d in t he next  cage snar led at  hi 

The Surprised Keeper 

       Seeing t he Gr andf at her  go so close t o t he t iger , t he keeper  was t aken aback and asked 

gr andf at her  what  he was doing. Gr andf at her , t hen, t old him t hat  t his was Timot hy, his t iger . 

Relieved, t he keeper  t old t he gr andf at her  t o cont inue his conver sat ion. A lit t le lat er , 

gr andf at her  saw anot her  keeper  obser ving him. Gr andf at her  r ecognised t his keeper  t o be t her e 

when he had br ought  Timot hy t o t he zoo. The second keeper , t oo, was sur pr ised. He t old t he 

gr andf at her  t hat  t his was not  his t iger . Timot hy had died t wo mont hs ago of  pneumonia. 

Gr andf at her  bid goodnight  t o t he t iger , st ill addr essing him as Timot hy and lef t . 

 

 

 

 

 

1.   “He had the dist inct ion of  being the only member of  t he part y t o have bagged any 

game…. . ”  

The phrase in it alics means.  

(i) Grandf ather was t he most  dist inguished member of  t he part y.  

(ii) Grandf ather was t he only sport sperson in the part y.  

(iii) Grandf ather was t he only successf ul member of  t he hunt ing part y.  

Mark t he right  answer 

 (iii)   Gr andf at her  was t he only successf ul member  of  t he hunt ing par t y. 

Check I  
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2.  Complet e t he f ollowing sentences.  

(i) Tot o climbed up t he curt ains when _____.  

(ii) ______ I  became one of  t he t iger’s f avourites.  

(iii) Timothy had clean habit s,   ________.  

(i) Timot hy lost  his t emper . 

(ii) Since Timot hy loved t o play wit h j ust  anybody 

(iii) And would scr ub his f ace wit h his paws exact ly like a cat . 

 

 

          

1.  Grandmother’s prophecy was that  the t iger  

(i) Would pref er Mahmoud’s bed t o sleep in.  

(ii) and the cook would disappear t ogether f rom t he house.  

(iii) Would one day make a meal of  Mahmoud.  

Mark t he right  answer  

 (iii) Would one day make a meal of  Mahmoud. 

2.  When Timothy was about  six months old,  a change came over  him.  

The phrase in it alics means t hat  

(i) Timot hy had gr own t o his f ull size. 

(ii) Timot hy gr ew mor e f r iends. 

(iii) Timot hy gr ew less f r iends, in f act  mor e danger ous. 

 (iii) Timot hy gr ew less f r iends, in f act  mor e danger ous. 

3.  Writ e ‘True’ or ‘False’ against  each of  the f ollowing st atement s.  

(i) Timot hy and Gr andf at her  went  t o Lucknow in a special compar t ment  ______. 

(ii) The compar t ment  in which Gr andf at her  and Timot hy t r avelled had no ot her  

passenger ______. 

(iii) Timot hy and Gr andf at her  t r avelled in a f ir st  class compar t ment ______. 

(iv) All passenger s in t he compar t ment  t hought  t hat  Timot hy was a well-f ed and 

civilised t iger  ______. 

 (i) Tr ue    (ii) Tr ue    (iii) Tr ue     (iv) False 
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4.  Grandf ather suggest ed t hat  Timothy should be put  in anot her cage.  

The reason was that  

(i) The t iger had become very bad tempered.  

(ii) A leopard in the next  cage would constant ly rush at  Timot hy.  

(iii) The cage was t oo small f or a f ull grown t iger. 

 (ii) A leopar d in t he next  cage would const ant ly r ush at  Timot hy. 

5.  The t iger was st ill licking his arm,  with increasing relish.  The phrase in italics 

suggest s t hat  Timot hy  

(i) Was good natured.  

(ii) Recognised an old f riends.  

(iii) Smelt  f resh f ood.  

 (iii) Smelt  f r esh f ood 

       

 

 

1.  Where was the t iger cub hiding when Grandf at her f ound him? 

The t iger  cub was hiding in t he int r icat e r oot s of  t he banyan t r ee when Gr andf at her  

f ound him t her e. 

2.  (i) What  did Tot o do t o ent ert ain Timot hy? 

(ii) What  did he do when Timothy lost  his t emper? 

(i) Timot hy would pull t he t iger ’s t ale t o play wit h it . 

(ii) I f  Timot hy lost  his t emper , he would climb up t he cur t ains. 

3.  “I  became one of  t he t iger’s f avourit es. ” Who is ‘I ’ in t he statement ? Why did he 

t hink so? 

 ‘I ’ is t he nar r at or  of  t he st or y. He became t iger ’s f avour it e because t he t iger ’s 

f avour it e amusement  was t o st alk anyone who would play wit h him. 

4.  Where was Timot hy most  comf ortable during t he day? Where was he during the 

night ? 

 Dur ing t he day, Timot hy f elt  most  comf or t able t o r ecline over  t he sof a in t he dr awing 

r oom. Dur ing t he night , he would shar e t he cook’s bed. 
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5.  What  was Grandmother’s prophecy about  t he cook? Did it  come t rue? 

The Gr andf at her  pr ophesised t hat  since, Timot hy was gr owing danger ous he might  

consume t he cook as a meal. 

The pr ophecy did not  come t r ue because Gr andf at her  pr event ed him by sending him t o 

t he zoo in Lucknow. 

6.  What  made Grandf at her decide t o t ransf er Timothy t o the zoo? 

 Timot hy, wit h ever y passing day, was becoming mor e danger ous. Ver y of t en he would 

st eal away t o st alk cat s and dogs. But  when he st ar t ed st alking t he cook, Gr andf at her  

decided t o t r ansf er  Timot hy t o t he zoo. 

7.  Why did Grandf ather want  Timothy t o be put  in anot her enclosure? 

  Gr andf at her  wished Timot hy t o be put  in anot her  enclosur e because t he leopar d in t he 

next  cage would snar l at  Timot hy, making him uncomf or t able. 

8.  What  shocked Grandf at her in the end? 

  When t he zoo keeper  inf or med t he Gr andf at her  t hat  Timot hy had died t wo mont hs 

ago, Gr andf at her  was shocked. 

He was also shocked because his ar m was almost  in t he t iger ’s mout h who was licking it  

wit h gr eat  r elish. 

 

 

 

1.  Shoot  animals with a camera,  not  wit h a gun.  

  Nat ur e is blessed wit h many beaut if ul element s, one of  t hem being t he bir ds and 

animals. Shoot ing animals wit h a gun only makes t heir  species disappear  and become 

ext inct  over  a per iod of  t ime. 

Shoot ing t hem wit h a camer a, t hat  is clicking t heir  phot ogr aphs, is a way by which t his 

beaut y could be shar ed wit h mor e number  of  people and t her eby incr eased. Animals, t oo, 

ar e living beings and have t he r ight  t o live f r eely. Killing t hem f or  f un and ent er t ainment  

is an example of  man’s per ver se nat ur e. 

 

 

 

 

Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in groups.  
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2.  Keeping pet s helps us become more loving and t olerant .  I t  also helps us respect  lif e 

in any f orm.  Do you agree? 

  I t  is t r ue t hat  keeping pet s makes one mor e loving and t oler ant . Pet s, like childr en, 

demand a lot  of  car e and at t ent ion. 

I n r et ur n, t hey t oo best ow t heir  love and af f ect ion and always st ay loyal. I f  we lear n t o 

love and r espect  animal lif e, we would also be able t o har bour  a genuine love and car e f or  

ot her  f ellow human beings ot her  and ot her  f or ms of  lif e. 

3.  Have you heard of  the Societ y f or Prevent ion of  Cruelt y t o Animals (SPCA) What  

do t hey do? 

  SPCA is a non-pr of it  animal welf ar e or ganisat ion f ounded in England in 1824 t o pass 

laws pr ot ect ing animals and pr event ing cr uelt y against  t hem. 

They also f ind homes f or  unwant ed animals and give t hem away t o people who would like  

t o adopt  t hem. 

 

 

t o adopt  t hem. 

 

 

 

1.  Where was Timot hy discovered? 

 Timot hy was discover ed by Gr andf at her  in t he Ter ai j ungle near  Dehr a. 

 

2.  Describe the t iger cub when Grandf ather discovered him.  

 While walking down t he f or est  pat h, Gr andf at her  saw a lit t le t iger  about  eight een 

inches long, hiding under  t he r oot s of  t he banyan t r ee. 

 

3.  What  did Timothy do on seeing t he puppy? 

  Timot hy was quit e af r aid of  t he puppy t hat  he dar t ed back wit h a spr ing if  it  came 

t oo near . He would make dashes wit h his f or epaws at  t he puppy but  would t hen r et r eat  

t o a saf e dist ance. 
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4.  What  dif f icult y did t he narrat or have wit h the t iger? 

  Timot hy had soon gr own int o a f ull-gr own t iger . When t he nar r at or  t ook him out  f or  

walks, he would pull har d on his chain making it  dif f icult  f or  t he nar r at or  t o keep pace 

wit h him. 

 

5.  Why were t he Lucknow zoo authorit ies glad to receive Timot hy? 

  Lucknow zoo aut hor it ies wer e glad t o r eceive as a gif t  a well-f ed and f air ly civilised 

t iger . 

6.  What  did t he f irst  zookeeper tell Grandf ather? 

 The f ir st  zoo keeper  t old Gr andf at her  t hat  t his t iger  was a bad t emper ed one and 

t her ef or e, he himself  had not  been able t o t ouch him. 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  kind of  diet  was given t o Timothy? 

  I nit ially, Timot hy was br ought  up ent ir ely on milk. He was given milk in a f eeding 

bot t le by t he cook. Lat er , he was put  on a diet  of  r aw mut t on and cod-liver  oil. 

Ther eaf t er , he was put  on a mor e t empt ing diet  of  pigeons and r abbit s. 

2.  I n what  all ways would Timot hy play wit h t he narrat or and seek his at t ent ion? 

  Wit h a cr af t y look in his glit t er ing eyes and his body cr ouching, he would cr eep 

closer  and closer  t o t he nar r at or . He would r oll on nar r at or ’s back, lick him wit h delight  

and somet imes also pr et end t o bit e his ankles. 

3.  Why were t he people at  the zoo surprised t o see the reunion? 

  Seeing Gr andf at her  go so close t o t he t iger  and car essing him f ondly made t he 

people in t he zoo view t hem wit h amazement . A keeper  pushed his way t hr ough t he 

cr owd, t r ying t o f igur e out  what  t he old man was up t o, as t he t iger  was a danger ous one. 
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1.  Discuss t he inst ances which prove that  Timothy had become a dangerous t iger.  

  Whenever  Timot hy went  f or  a walk, Timot hy would st eal away t o st alk a cat  or  a pet  

dog. Dur ing t he night , f r enzied cackling could be hear d f r om t he poult r y house and in t he 

mor ning f eat her s would be scat t er ed ever ywher e over  t he ver andah. 

He had t o be chained mor e of t en. And f inally, he began t o st alk Mahmoud, t he cook. I t  

became amply clear  t hat  t imot hy had gr own t o become a danger ous t iger . 

2.  Describe the reunion bet ween Grandf ather and Timothy.  

  On visit ing t he zoo, Gr andf at her  headed st r aight  t o t he par t icular  cage wher e 

Timot hy was int er ned. Gr andf at her  put  his ar ms t hr ough t he cage and t he t iger  

appr oached t he bar s and allowed Gr andf at her  t o put  bot h his hands ar ound his head. 

Gr andf at her  st r oked his head, t ickled his ear s and smacked his mout h t o make him quit e 

t he old way. The t iger , t oo, licked Gr andf at her ’s hand af f ect ionat ely. 

3.  What  revelat ions did t he second zoo keeper make? 

  The second zoo keeper  obser ved Gr andf at her  car essing t he t iger  in t he cage. So, 

af f ect ionat ely.  He was not  only shocked at  but  also af r aid of  t his. When Gr andf at her  

t old him, it  was his t iger , he conf ir med him t hat  it  was not . He t old him t hat  his t iger  

died t wo mont hs ago and t he one he was st r aking so lovingly had been t r apped in t he hills. 

He war ned him t hat  it  was ver y danger ous t oo. 

Gr andf at her  could not  believe t his because his hand was st ill being licked by t he t iger . 

 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 


